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Fig. 1. A trawl ready to unload its catch 
EFORE I 947, fisheries research B and development in India were 
considered the main responsibility of 
the then provinces and states. The 
Government of India had no direct 
interest in fisheries. The state 
departments of fisheries were mainly 
concerned in collecting revenue and 
very little effort was made to develop 
an understanding of the living 
marine resources. Most of the earlier 
studies were of a faunistic nature, 
and these were carried out by the 
Zoological Survey of India. Of the 
then existing maritime states, Madras 
and Bombay were the only states 
where some fundamental work rela- 
ted to regional fisheries was done. 
During the Second World War, the 
lack of good quality fish, especially 
for the British and American mili- 
tary personnel, led the Government 
of India to formulate a policy of 
research, development and conser- 
vation of fishery resources similar to 
those of agriculture, forestry and 
veterinary. 
The Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute was started in 
February 1947, the year of Indepen- 
dence. 
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One of the important achievements 
in marine fisheries has been the deve- 
lopment of a statistical system to 
assess the marine fish production of 
the country. Before the CMFRI 
was established, we had no reliable 
mechanism of estimating the fish 
production of the country. In  1947 
the fish production was roughly esti- 
mated at  4 lakh tonnes. The assess- 
ment of fish production is made not 
only in terms of total quantity, but 
also in the species composition, age 
and size groups entering the fishery, 
seasonal abundance and the total 
effort involved in relation to landings, 
including catch per unit effort. 
Some relevant information of a 
general nature pertaining to fishery 
industry of India is as follows. 
During 1970 the marine fish pro- 
duction in the country for the first 
time crossed one million tonnes and 
was estimated at  1,085,607 tonnes, 
and in 1971 it was approxi~nately 
I .2 million tonnes. The following 
Table (on page 105) gives the 
state-wise marine fish production in 
tonnes during the last three years. 
Fig. 5a gives the composition of 
important fisheries in the total catch. 
Fig. gb indicates the contributions of 
maritime states in the sea harvcst. 
The total landings for the country 
during the past 22 years have been 
shown in Fig. 6. From 1950 to 
1964 the total yield was of a fluctuat- 
ing nature, but during 1964 and 
1965 the catches became somewhat 
Fish production along west coast P 76% of the total 
Fish production east coast = 24% of the total 
Number of marine fishing villages = about 1,800 
Number of fish landing centres = about 3,200 
Total fishermen population = over I million 
Number of active fishermen - about 250,000 
hTumber of fishing craft = about ~oo,ooo 
Number of mechanised boats = about ~o,ooo 
Total revenue to the country from marine fishery 
in I971 = about Rs. 1200 million (120 crores) 
Total foreign exchange earnings from fishery products = about Rs. 400 million 
1971 = (40 crores) 







